


»3 This standard of admission

admitted, on acceding to this Constitution.
remained essentially unchanged until 1982 when the “unqualified accession”
language was adopted and specifically made applicable to “new dioceses”
formed after the 1982 amendment. A copy of the resolution adopted by the
67™ General Convention meeting in New Orleans in 1982 adding the
“unqualified accession” language was retrieved from the website of The
Archives of The Episcopal Church and is attached as Exhibit 1. (The website
address is on the banner of Exhibit 1.) Thus, the original admission standard
for a diocese under Article V—*“acceding to this Constitution”— remained
essentially unchaﬁged for nearly 200 years until Article V was amended in
1982 to add the language “unqualified accession;” a clear admission by the
Episcopal Church that its powers under the “acceding to” language were
extremely limited. “Acceding” to the Constitution of the Episcopal Church

does not mean, and cannot be construed to mean, a wholesale delegation by a

diocese of all powers, rights and prerogatives. Most of the dioceses of the

3

The Archives of The Episcopal Church maintain a set of Annotated
Constitution & Canons on its public domain website:
http://www .episcopalarchives.org/White_and Dykman combinedvols_1997.
pdf. The annotation discusses the history of the “accession” clause from its
inception in 1789 to 1982. See Vol. I, at p. 90. '
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Episcopal Church became members before 1982 and thus are not affected by
the “unqualified accession” language applicable to “new dioceses” formed
after that date.

8. As noted, the organization and structure of the Constitution and
Canons of the Episcopal Church reinforce that dioceses are equals in a
confederated association and not “subordinate” entities or “units.”
Nevertheless, a few dioceses (perhaps as few as three) have elected to declare
themselves as subordinates. This designation, however, comes from their
own diocesan governing documents and not from anything expressed in the
Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church. For example, the Diocese
of Los Angeles states in its constitution that the “authority of this Diocese is

vested in and exercised by its Bishop . . ., its Convention and its Standing

Committee, acting under and in subordination to the National Church, its

General Convention, Constitution, Canons and Regulations. . . . ” (Emphasis

added.) (Episcopal Church’s Appendix, 4 A.A. 693.) The dioceses of

Colorado and Utah contain similar assertions of subordination.* Most of the

4

Most dioceses in the Episcopal Church host public domain websites
that contain their respective Constitution and Canons. A list of the website
addresses for those is attached as Exhibit 2. Colorado and Utah are included.
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other diocesan constitutions contain no such proclamations and, specifically,
the Diocese of San Joaquin does not.

Additional Description of Expert Qualifications.

9. To supplement my background summary provided in paragraph
1 above, I offer the following additional information. I was born in
Oklahoma in 1934, and graduated from the University of Hawaii with a BA
in history in 1957. I graduated from Oklahoma City University Law School
in 1964 with a Juris Doctorate. I received a Doctor of Religion from Geneva
Theological College in 1976. I have done advanced studies at Christ Church
College, Canterbury in 1978, directed reading at Cambridge University and
St. Deniol's Library, Wales, in 1991. I practiced law in Oklahoma (and am
still an active member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the Oklahoma
Indian Bar Association). I served as Attorney General of the Seminole
Nation of Oklahoma from 1969 to 1977, and served as Presiding Judge of the
Municipal Court of the City of Seminole from 1970 to 1977. During that
time I served as President of the Oklahoma Conference of Municipal Judges,
and received the ABA Award for the most improvement of Judicial
Administration of any Court in the United States in cities of 10,000 or less

(1972); the Oklahoma Supreme Court Award for Law and Order (1973); 1
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was a member of the American Judges Association and the American
Judicature Society; taught Probate Law at the University of Oklahoma
College of Law for 10 years (1969-78); and have taught Canon Law at
Nashotah House Seminary since 1983. I also served as Presiding Judge of
the Provincial Court of Review in the Episcopal Province of the Midwest of
The Episcopal Church from 1981 to 1992. 1 was Vice Chancellor of the
Diocese of Oklahoma from 1977 to 1980. I was the Vice President of the
Episcopal Chancellors' Network, and am a member of the Ecclesiastical Law
Society of the Church of England, and was a member of the Church Law
Association of Canada. I am the author of "Canon Law in The Episcopal
Church," used as a text book in several seminaries. I have also published
legal articles in the Oklahoma Bar Journal, the American Indian Law Journal
and the Ecclesiastical Law Society Journal. I am also cited in "Canon Law in
the Anglican Communion" by Norman Doe. I am listed in "Who's Who in
America," "Who's Who in Law," "Who's Who in Religion," and "Who's Who
in the Midwest." I have appeared on William Buckley's "Firing Line," the
"McNeil-Lehrer Report" and the "Oprah Winfrey Show,” all debating Jack

Spong. I am the author of a number of other books and articles in
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theological journals. Iwas ordained a deacon in May 1963, ordained a
priest in July 1970, and consecrated a bishop in the Episcopal Church in
1980. 1 served as Bishop of Eau Claire from 1980 to 1999, as Bishop of
Navajoland from 1993 to 1994, and currently serve as Assisting Bishop of
the Diocese of Fort Worth.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
California that the forgoing is true and correct and that this declaration was

executed on 13 Tune |, 2008, at Seminole, Oklahoma.

(‘[’\ 4
Thé Rt Rev. William C. Wantland
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Resolution Number:  1982-A010

Title: Amend Constitution Article V.1 [Admission of New Dioceses--Second Reading]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred As Submitted

Final Text:

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring. That the following proposed amendments having been made

3 known to the several Dioceses and Missionary Dioceses and the Convocation of the American Churches
" in Europe in accordance with Article X1 of the Constitution, Section 1 of Article V of the Constitution,
the 67th General Convention adopt the following amendments to Article V of the Constitution, to wit:

Add the word "existing" before the word ""Dioceses’ where such word first appears in the second
sentence of Section | of Article V. and strike the last sentence of said Section and substitute a new
sentence therefor, so that said Section 1 as amended will read:

ARTICLE V.
Sec. 1 A new Diocese may be formed. with the consent of the General Convention and under such
conditions as the General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by the division
of an existing Diocese; (2) by the junction of two or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more
Dioceses; or (3) by the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area evangelized as provided in Article
V1. The proceedings shall ariginate in a Convocation of the Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area

2 called by the Bishop for that purpose; or, with the approval of the Bishop, in the Convention of the
Diocese to be divided; or (when it is proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of two or more
existing Dioceses or of parts of twe or more Dioceses), by mutual agreement of the Conventions of the
Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the Bishop of each Diocese. In case the Episcopate of a Diocese
be vacant, no proceedings toward its division shall be taken until the vacancy is filled. When-itshall

Diocesesha hereupon-beadm ed-to-uHen h-the-Generd —onvention:
After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly adopted Constitution of the
New Diocese, including an ungualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church, shall
have been filed with the Secretary of the General Convention and approved by the Executive Council of

this Church, such new Diocese shall thereupon be in union with the General Convention.

i Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church, New
Orleans, 1982 (New York: General Convention, 1983), p. C-23.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY
Author: The Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons
) Originating House: House of Deputies

Originating Committee: Committec on Constitution

House of Deputies

Original Text of Resolution:
(A010)

Resolved, the House of Bishops concurring, That the following proposed amendments having been made
known to the several Dioceses and Missionary Dioceses and the Convocation of the American Churches in
Europe in accordance with Article XI of the Constitution, Section 1 of Article V of the Constitution, the 67th
General Convention adopt the following amendments to Article V of the Constitution, to wit:
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Add the word "existing" before the word "Dioceses” where such word first appears in the second sentence of
Section 1 of Article V. and strike the last sentence of said Section and substitute a new sentence therefor, so
that said Section 1 as amended will read:

ARTICLE V.
3 Sec. 1 A new Diocese may be formed, with the consent of the General Convention and under such conditions
as the General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by the division of an existing
Diocese: (2) by the junction of two or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more Dioceses; or (3) by
the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area evangelized as provided in Article VI. The proceedings
shall originate in 2 Convocation of the Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area called by the Bishop for that
purpose; or, with the approval of the Bishop, in the Convention of the Diocese to be divided; or (when it is
- proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of two or more existing Dioceses or of parts of two or more
o Dioceses), by mutual agreement of the Conventions of the Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the
Bishop of each Diocese. In case the Episcopate of a Diocese be vacant, no proceedings toward its division
shall be taken until the vacancy is filled. When-itshall-appear-to-the-satisfaction-of the-General-Conven i0

After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly adopted Constitution of the New
Diocese, including an unqualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church, shall have been
filed with the Secretary of the General Convention and approved by the Executive Council of this Church,
such new Diocese shall thereupon be in union with the General Convention.

The Committee recommended that the resolution be adopted without amendment.
A vote by orders was taken--Ballot #3, Resolution A-10.

The Secretary announced the results of Ballot #3, on Resolution A-10.

Lay: Yes--109 No--1 Divided--1
Clergy: Yes--110 No--1 Divided--1

Motion carried
Resolution adopted
(Communicated to the House of Bishops in HD Message #23)

House of Bishops

On the fourth day, the Secretary read:
HD Message #23--Admission of New Dioceses (A-10).
The House concurred
(Communicated to House of Deputies in HB Message #50)

Resolution Concurred by Both Houses, September 8.

. Reference: The Blue Book, p. 10.

Abstract: The 67th General Convention amends Constitution Article V.1 to change the procedure for the
admission and certification of new dioceses. .
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47) Diocese of Tennessee http://episcopaldiocese-tn.org/

48) Diocese of Upper South Carolina http://edusc.org/

49) Diocese of West Tennessee http://www.episwin.org/

50) Diocese of Western North Carolina http://www.diocesewnc.org/
51) Diocese of Chicago http://www.epischicago.org

52) Diocese of Eau Claire http://www.dioceseofeauclaire.org/
53) Eastern Michigan http://www.eastmich.org/

54) Fond du Lac http://episcopalfonddulac.org/

55) Diocese of Indianapolis http://www.indydio.org/diocese/
56) Diocese of Michigan http://www.edomi.org/

57) Diocese of Milwaukee http://www.diomil.org/

58) Diocese of Missouri http://www.diocesemo.org/

59) Diocese of Northern India http://www.ednin.org/ednin/
60) Diocese of Northern Michigan http://upepiscopal.org/

61) Diocese of Quincy http://dioceseofquincy.org/

62) Diocese of Southern Ohio http://www.episcopal-dso.org/
63) Diocese of Springfield http://www.episcopalspringfield.org/
64) Diocese of Western Michigan http://www.edwm.org/

65) Diocese of Colorado http://www.coloradodiocese.org/
66) Diocese of Iowa http://www.iowaepiscopal.org/

67) Diocese of Minnesota http://www.episcopalmn.org

68) Diocese of Montana http://mtepiscopal.homestead.com/

69) Diocese of Nebraska http://www.episcopal-ne.org/

70) Diocese of North Dakota http://www.episcopal-nd.org/
71) Diocese of South Dakota http://www.diocesesd.org/

72) Diocese of Wyoming http://www.wydiocese.org/

73) Diocese of Arkansas hitp://www.episcopalarkansas.org/
74) Diocese of Dallas http://www.episcopal-dallas.org/

75) Diocese of Fort Worth http://www.fwepiscopal.org/

76) Diocese of Northwest Texas http://www.nwt.org/

77) Diocese of Oklahoma http://www.episcopaloklahoma.org/

78) Diocese of Rio Grande http://www.dioceserg.org/

79) Diocese of Texas http://www.epicenter.org

80) Diocese of West Missouri http://www.diowestmo.org/TheDiocese.asp

81) Diocese of West Texas http://www.dwtx.org/

82) Diocese of Western Kansas http://www.westernkansas.org/index.html
83) Diocese of West Louisiana http://www.diocesewla.org/ '
84) Diocese of Alaska http://home.gci.net/~episcopalak/

85) Diocese of Arizona http://azdiocese.org/

86) Diocese of California http://azdiocese.org/

87) Diocese of Eastern Oregon http://www.episdioeo.org/index.htm
88) Diocese of El Camino Real http:/www.edecr.org/index.html
89) Diocese of Hawaii hitp://www.episcopalhawaii.org/

90) Diocese of Idaho http://www.episcopalidaho.org/index.html
91) Diocese of Los Angles http://www.ladiocese.org/ - -

92) Diocese of Navajo Land http:/episcopal-navajo.org/
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93) Diocese of Nevada http://www.nvdiocese.org/

94) Diocese of Northern California http://www.dncweb.org/
95) Diocese of Olympia http://www.ecww.org/index.cfm
96) Diocese of Oregon http://www.diocese-oregon.org/

97) Diocese of San Diego http://www.edsd.org/index.html

98) Diocese of Spokane http://www.spokanediocese.org/
99) Diocese of Taiwan http://www.episcopalchurch.org/taiwan.htm

100)Diocese of Utah http://www.episcopal-ut.org/index.html
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1) Diocese of Connecticut http://www.ctdiocese.org/index.cfm

2) Diocese of Maine http://maine.anglican.org/

3) Diocese of Massachusetts http://www.diomass.org/

4) Diocese of New Hampshire http://nhepiscopal.org/

5) Diocese of Rhode Island hitp://www.episcopalri.org/
6) Diocese of Vermont hitp://www.dioceseofvermont.org/

7) Diocese of Western Massachusetts http://www.diocesewma.org/

8) Diocese of Albany http://www.albanyepiscopaldiocese.org/index.html

9) Diocese of Central New York http://www.cny.anglican.org/default.aspx?id=1
10) Diocese of Convocation of American Churches in Europe http://www.tec-europe.org/
11) Diocese of Haiti http://www.egliseepiscopaledhaiti.org/

12) Diocese of Long Island http://www.dioceselongisland.org/

13) Diocese of New Jersey http://newjersey.anglican.org/

14) Diocese of New York http://dioceseny.org/

15) Diocese of Newark http:/www.dioceseofnewark.org/

16) Diocese of Rochester hitp://www.rochesterepiscopaldiocese.org/jump05.htm

- 17) Diocese of Virgin Islands hitp://www.episcopaldioceseofthevirginislands.com/
18) Diocese of Western New York http://www.episcopalwny.org/ '

" 19) Diocese of Bethlehem http://www.diobeth.org/

20) Diocese of Central Pennsylvania http://www.diocesecpa.org/

21) Diocese of Delaware http://www.dioceseofdelaware.net/

22) Diocese of Maryland http://www.ang-md.org/

23) Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania http://www.dionwpa.org/aboutus.htm
24) The Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania http://www.diopa.org/ -

25) Diocese of Pittsburgh http:/www.pghanglican.org//

26) Diocese of Southern Virginia http://www.diosova.org/
27) The Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Virginia http://www.dioswva.org/

28) Diocese of Virginia http://www.thediocese.net/
29) The Episcopal Diocese of Washington http://www.edow.org/index.html

30) Diocese of West Virginia http://www.wvdiocese.org/

31) Diocese of Alabama http:/www.dioala.org/

32) Diocese of Atlanta http://www.episcopalatlanta.org/

33) Diocese of Central Florida http://centralflorida.anglican.org/

34) Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast http://www.diocge.org/index.htm
35) East Carolina http://www.diocese-eastcarolina.org/welcome.html
36) Episcopal Diocese of Eat Tennessee http://www.etdiocese.net/
37) Episcopal Diocese of Florida http://www.diocesefl.org/index.php
38) Diocese of Georgia http://georgia.anglican.org/

39) Diocese of Kentucky http://www.episcopalky.org/index.html

40) Diocese of Lexington http:/www.diolex.org/

41) Diocese of Louisiana http://www.edola.org/

42) Diocese of Mississippi http://www.dioms.org/

43) Diocese of North Carolina http://www.episdionc.org/

44) Diocese of South Carolina http://www.dioceseofsc.org/

45) Diocese of Southeast Florida http://www.diosef.org/
46) Diocese of Southwest Florida http://www.episcopalswil.org/
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